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There is a surpriSe in store for those of you who were not at the January meeting
of the Twin City Iris Society! ! Ve have a beautiful new place in which to hold
our monthly meetings as well as the pot luck dinner held in. March. Ve have been
meeting at the YWCA in Minneapolis for several yeurs and have. greatly appreciated
using these facilities. BRecently, however, through the good offices of some of J A
our members an agreement has been made with the Guaranty State Bank, 3700 Broadway,
Robbinsdale to use their facilities for all our activities, including the summer
auction., This meeting room, including kitchen, is made available to various groups
as a public servige by the officers of the Guaranty State Bank with no charge! !

It was the overwhelming degire of the Society when this matter was dbrought to them
at the January meeting to accept this hospitality and change our meeting place.

The Guaranty State Bank is located at 3700 Yest Broadway in Robbinsdale and is
easily accessible to most of you. To those of you who are accessible to Highway
#100--turn Zast on either North 36th Street or #92. The Bank is a block or so
North of the Terrace Theatre, there is a parking lot on the. lower level from which
doors open directly into the meeting room. JFor those of you who must come through
‘the city, it should be easy to find using any route leading to Robbinsdale--once
you reach Broadway or Highway #52 it will be easy to find.

If there are any of you who have been depending on buses to get to our meeting
place please call any of the officers of the Society and someone will try to
arrange a ride for you, ve want each and everyone of you to share in these beau-
tiful new accommodations, :

The next meeting'ﬁill be held Thursday, February 17, at €:00 p.m. (Please arrive
a little early as the meeting will start promptly!) Remember our new meeting place.

Gugrantv State Bank, 3700 Yest Brozdway. e hope to see all of you there!
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Progress necessitates changing our meetinv place to the Guaranty State Rank, 3700
Wesgt Broadway, Robbingdale, near the Terrace Theatre.

How often in the early morning have you been awakened by the song of the Cardinal?
Then go hastily to the garden vhen the iris is bursting forth in all its splendor.
Dew lies heavy on the petals and the sun is shoving a glow of red on the Zastern
horizon., How fitting that the Twin City Iris Society should hold their first
meeting February 18, &700 p.m., at our new location, on the subject: "The Invita-
tion to Birds," by lMrs, Ray D. Fuller of the Audubon Society.

It is about this bank that the following articles were written:
May 26, 1964

A gerene expectant mother, oblivious to the distractions of city life, is delaying
(over)



start of a $200,000 construction project in Robbinsdale, Hinnesota,

Excavation work wag qcheduled to begin Vednesday on the site of the new Guaranty
State Bank of Robbinsdale at the triangular intersection of FNorth France Avenue
and West BroaivaJ Street, in the suburban city which adjoins northwest Minneapolis.
Thi's one-acrs tract is dust 200 feet west of U.S, qlghmay 52 one of the most
hecvllJ—traveled stretches of highvay in. Plnnesota

Copt*actor Hennlng N Nelson U216 Shoreline Drive, Robbinsdele,. was. looking over
the »lot last ‘week, nrenavatory to putting his. pover shovels and ‘bulldozers to
work, when he neurl stepped on a wild hallard duck hen vho had bullt a nest in
the center of vhat is to ue the new bank s parklnp lot :

”heq tne nen fluttered aveg, attemptlng to’ decoy Ne son from her nest he coun ted
ten eggs. and an oval stigne’ in h@r one~story rambler. "He reported the presence of
the nest to Valter C. {asmusben 5511 %ollywood Road Jdlna, Guaranty. president,

Rgswussen deterw;ned that he would delsy the nrodect untll Irs Ballard hatched
out her decatuplets (qa;ntq times tvo). le assumed that only the eggs. would natch
and - that the rock would not yield a duc&llnv

Rasmussen . reasons, "If that mother hen feels she is secu‘e in the midst of all
the confusion and noise of city life, we will. guaranty' her safety and keep the
bulldozers. quiet until she can march her QuCKllugS into Cry stal Lake.?, Cryetal
Lake is just across. Highwav 52 from the hanlk R o

A check with Minnesota Deﬁar+ment ‘of Copoervatlon v11611fn experts. 1n the Division
of Game. and.Fish brought forth the prediction that the Mallard hen will stay with
her eggs. until they break out of their shiells. The best estimate concerning
delivery. date isg anprox1mately uune W haged upon tne normal- hatching per¢od of

24 to 26 days : : - -

Rasmussen, a life-long hunting and fiching enthusiast Wwho vas ralsed in the
northern Plnnesota communi ty of Pelican Hapnids, said ‘that he has never seen a
nesting wild Mallard, . Neither 'had several other ou*doore—lovers vho visited .the
nesting area, Normallj, Ballards nest in e%treme 1sol@t10n far from the furore
of the city.

The Game and Fish people said that only an_extremely frightening action would drive
the hen.from her eggs at this point in the hatching period. In order to protect
the bird from harassment by uninformed and curious people, Nelson put up a gnow
fence between the nest and busy West Broadvay Street, just 50 feet away. Rasmussen
is hiring guards to keep visitors from getting too close to the nest. The guards
will be on, dutv arounc the clock: until the ducklings arrive, A large, 12-foot by
L~foot sign has been bluced nbar thn undergrowtn which surrounds the down~flllAd
nest. It says'é e = ; ,

Qulet plaasé' Lallard waternlty Ward future site q¢ uarahty State

Bank of qobblnsdale, constructionito: bag;n following birth of Jirg,,

Mallard's decatuplets about June U

The bank structure was scheduled for completlon during the last week in September,
Contractor Nelson now believes that vork will be flnlshed in early October. The
project wag planned to last approxlmately four months from the time of ground-
~breaking. , ot
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If and vhen the eggs become ducklings, the normal procedure is for their mother to
lead them to water within 24 to U® hours., Rasmussen said he will attempt to con-
vince Robbingdale officials that they should halt traffic vhile Mrs, Mallard
escorts her brood across U,S, 52 to Crystal ILake,

The recently-chartered institution will be housed in a two-story, 7,500-square-
foot building with entrances facing both Broadway and France, Banking services
will be leccated on the upper level, including drive-in facilities. DParking lots
will be situated on both levels.

The building's umusual design, created by the Minneapolis architectural firm of
Larson and kclaren, Inc., will have a pre-stressed concrete roof which simulates
a series of giant "T's," It will be faced with random field stone in order to
blend it into its hilly surroundings., Guaranty State Bank will offer the full
range of banking services, including savings, checking, safety deposit bo
loans, insurance and drive-in teller windows,

Courtesy--Minneapolis Tribune and

llorth Hennewnin Post of

June 2, 1964 § wa Hobbinsdale

Four newly-hatched ducklings are being turned over to a foster mother Vednesday

to prepare them for a life in the Minnesota out-of~doors. The quartet of baby
Mallards are survivors of a setting of 10 eggs which had been nested in the center
of a bank construction site in suburban Robbinsdale, Minnesota. The nest wvas dis-
turbed last Friday and six of the eggs vere destroyed, causing the mother duck to
abandon the nest. She had been nesting near the intersection of Yest Broadway and
North France Avenue. ’

Officials of fuaranty State Bank of Robbinedale determined that an effort should
be made to hatch out the remaining eggs. They were rushed to Armstrong's Game
Tarm near Anoka, Kinnesota, where they vere placed in an incubator, The guadru-
plets broke out of their shells Tuesday, three days ahead of the anticipated birth
date,

Bank president Valter C. Rasmussen, 5311 Hollywood Road, %dina, who had posted a
guard on the nest and delayed start of construction, said Tuesday that he would
deliver and release the foster mother and her adopted ducklings to Crystal Lake on
Priday. COCrystal Lake is just Jast of U.S, Highway 52, about 500 feet from the
bank site.

Fred Armstrong, proprietor of the game far 'm, is selecting a "brood hen" from his
flock of lallards to take over the chores of motherhood, Although the game farm
heng have clipped wings to prevent them from flying away, Armstrong said the birds
are moulting now and soon will be able to fly when new feathers are grown.

Rasmussen said he is hopeful that the duclzlings will mature on Crystal Lake in time
to join the fall fly-out to a warmer climate.

Construction began londay ow the $200,000 bank building project. Contractor Henning
M, Velson, 4216 Shoreline Lrive., ?obolnsdale who digcovered the nest two weeks
ago, expects to complete the job in early October.
Courtesy--Minneapolis Tribune and
North Hennepin Post of
Robbinsdale

laybelle Yright will give a short talk on Iris, other than tall bearded.
(over)
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The New Year brings New. hope, New anticipation, and dream os a larger Iris Society.
There are ‘so many admirers of this lovely flower that do not belong to this
specialized organization. Joining the Twin City Iris Society means: Friends

with one common interest, growing irie, knoving iris, learning about the origina-
tors, learning about its care and knowing how to meet the problems effecting this
flower, Having obtained this lmowledge, then it becomes a very pleasurable hoboy.

So that you vwill enjoy the fruits of your efforts by obtaining newv members, Iris
rhizomes will be your reward, For the grand prize--to anyone that gaulifies with
five memberships and then the contest begins—-Davids Hall new Introduction of
1963, "Wine and Roses," : o S
First prize, a choice of Sextons--Pacific Panorcma or Ploughs—--Rainbow gold.
2nd prize, & choice of Cooks--Vhole Cloth or Hinkles--Helen Nowvak.
3rd prize, a choice of Halls-—Bravado or Shreiners--Amethyst Flame,
A family membership counts 2. A single membership counts 1.

Vhen memberships are ‘turned in, do make it knowvn, to the membership secretary,
krg. S, Rudser, whéere theé credit is due,
Single membership in the Twin City Iris Society . . . $1.50 yearly,
Family membership in the Twin City Iris Society . . . $2,00 yearly.
Minnesota Horticultural Society membership. . . . . . $2,00 additional.
The American Iris Society publishes four publications in book form yearly. It
contains-a vealth of knowledge about Iris. 4dd it to your ovn girden libvrary.
Yearly subscription $5.00. : : ' AT

Have you paid your own 1965 duest? ¥e need you, Now for a Banner year full of
good fellowship. ]

[

Gfreta M, Kedsenich, President
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FROM FARMING TO HORTICULTURE e
hy 4lice Fogss Stenoien g

Merory takes me back to 19%0 vhen, as city dwellers, we moved to a new home located
on two acres of land in Golden Valley. Having four childrén, ages five to fifteen,
we were 'desirous of living suburban, giving them room to play and grow, and us, a
chance to garden. R vy

As both lr, Foss and I were raised on & farm, we had a love for animals and growving
things. Our first project was to build a small chicken coop and barn. Ve invested
in twenty five chickens, a spotted riding pony and a beautiful Jersey cow that we
named Honey.  Her rich milk gave our youngsters an abundance of wholesome milk,
cream, homemade butter and cottage cheese. The children's rosy cheeks and the
absence of doctor bills attested to the benefits derived from these natural foods.

Honey was the privileged pet of our family; however,'on one occasion, vhen'my teen-—
age daughter brought some of her girl friends home from the city, she called me
aside to say, in great disgust, "MOTHIR, WHY did you stake Honey in: the front yard
TODAY? The girls will think we are farmers!" And I replied, "We ARE farmers."

(
-

The manure pile that acdumulated each winter, was largely responsible for the pro-
ductive garden which filled meny jars with fine vegetables and luscious strawberries
each summer,



Our chickens, also, taught us a lesson in organic farming. MNr. Foss was very
meticulous in cleaning the chicken house each Saturday and putting fresh, new
straw over the floor. But each winter many hens died from disease and as we were
feeding them a balanced formula, we were at a loss to understand it. Finally, we
called the Farm School at the University of lMinnesota. We were told we should not
clean out litter each week, but apply fresh straw on top of the old straw; and to
vait until'spring, when we let our hens out, before cleaning the coop thoroughly..
Much against our ideas of sanitation, we tried this method the following winter,
The results vere actounding Pickness among the chickens lessened to a marked
degree and egg production increased, The mixture of old and new litter broke down
to a relatively fine material, dark in color and inoffensive~-the perfect compost)
We made the discovery that this compost vas rich in antibiotics and vitamins vhich.
the hens_ingesﬁed, in the course .of their customary scratching and picking; thereby
protecting themselves against disease, improving their nutrition and increasing
their output of eggs. We regarded this evidence as strong support for the theory
that compost keeps plants healthy, and may explain the phenomenal fertility of
composted soil.

In 1953, we were forced to discontinue our farming hobby, as the nine acres of
meadow around us wvas sold to a real estate firm, who proceeded to build twenty-six
homes around us. - Reluctantly, we sold our chickens, pig, pony, and with tearful
eyes, our beloved. Honey. Ye haven't had whivping cream in our mashed potatoes
since! ' i i

I then turned my attention to growing iriges, Daylilies and Roses. I followed the
rpcommendeé procedures and had good success w1th Iris and Lilies, but wag disappoint-
ed in my Roses. Then, several years age, I decided to use the organic material

from my compost, which ig made up of leaves, hay, manure, garbage and what have
you-—in both my planting and mulching. The past five years I have had the finest
Roses I have ever grown--with almost complete lack of leaf spot. Organic compost

can not take the place of proper spraying or commercial fertilizere, but, I am
firmly convinced that it is the "missing link" between depleted 3011 and high

fertility eoil which will grow everything better, including Irises!
Tk ok ok ok A&k ok ok ok ok ok o K ok e ok ok )

oW AS A COVZR FOR IRIS

I have always believed that, inch for inch, snow provided as good & cover for iris
as hay or other material, However, if the snow melts and the ground becomes bare
followed by sub-zero temperature, theq we are in trouble and logsses can be expected,.
For that reason:it is best to cover and takKe no chances

On the Saturday morning following Thanksgiving ve were on our way home from New
York. The weather was mild and it was sprinkling rain as we packed the car before
daylight at a motel in a small town north of Fort Wayne, Indiana, We got started
without getting wet but as soon as ve Zot out on the highway it really began to
pour and it rained all the way to the Illinois state line, Big trucks coming East
from Chicago threw up a blinding mist until the wipers cleared the windshield. Our
thoughts wvere about the weather ahead so my wife set the radio dial at &30 and in
came WOCO loud and clear with a weather report of 17 degrees below zero in Minnea—
polis. It was hard to believe.

It was too early to cover before we left on our trip October Hth so my iris were
uncovered and many thoughts went through my mind relative to the condition of the
plants. I wag hoping that the ground was covered with six or more inches of snow
but what if there was only an inch or two? I wvas hoping there had been heavy frosts
(over)



and mornings with temperatures below freezing to harden the iris off.. Vhat if-
some plants had made lush, terder growth in-the fall ‘and’ the rq1zomes were full:
of water? . If so, winter injury could be. expected Tha+ 1s my rpuson for not
fertlllzlng in 1ate ‘summer aﬁd fall : : :

Ye . speﬁt Satu dav evening and Sunday v1s;t1 ng frlerds and relatlves in:the Daven-
port;, lova area’and drove home monddj The veather ‘was clear and cold ‘Tear the
Iova-Minnesota state line there vas less than an inch of’ snov which Ancreased
rradually wvith about three to five inches on the ﬁround in the Tvun City area., Ve
will not know until Sb”lnﬂ if this was ad equatu ‘snow cover: for p;otuctlon ‘but I
believe: tn@re.wull ‘more tgan ave ra rinter an“"ry anﬂ losves.“ :

I covnred the iris gerden ag goon. as. poss;ble using fortv baleg OL hay. They' sure
make the hay;bales small tndee past Fev years, In othar years it. tOOK only about
thirty baleg. .The hay was spr cad over the snow which v1ll provide moisture that
will prevent the rhizémes from denydrating. -How there is a layer of snow covering
tng,hay,, With this coverlng 1 001¢eve that the extreme sub-zero temperatures of
January and February will prove to be less damaging than the sudden drop Lo
degrees below zero in November. :

I usually. commence uncovéring the iris Anr11 lst Any cold weather after April
lst will do -less dwmage than the mllaew and bacterla tﬂut may aevelow under the .
hay on warm days.

If winter injury is discovered I expect to scrape or cut the soft-part avay using.
an old tablespoon that has been sharpened.at the edge. I will then treat the
rhizomes by saturating with’ a solatlon of one heaping t“bl@qpoon of Terraclor 75%1
in one gallon of ‘water. - The Terraclor 75 b powder can also be dusted rlght out of
the bag onto the rhizomes whlch also sterilizes the soil next to thp rhizome,

Slncerely yours,
Bl ot n o Ty By Gable
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It's fun to go travéling but even nicer to be home. These are the words of lr, and
Mrs, Gable, who have recently returned from an auto trip to Bangor, Maire. They
left the flr st veek of October via Canada, The: fall coloring vas at its peak.
Imagine the colorful maples intermingled with the stately pines, the semi-mountain-
ous country, rocky formations, deep forests w1th ribbons of paved roads all the

vay to. their dectlnatﬂo“. '

At twmee they traveled for mileg tbrounh farm lands without & house in sight. At
one view point, a half-grown citty came running up, purring loudly. He vasg-
happy to see a human being. He looksd half suarved €0 *hev u001ied to tale him to -
the next town, which was many mlles on their way. .-He was frlSKY little kitty and
didn't want to-stay put, shOV;ns his affection DJ wusing his' paws and half hidden
claws to find.a suitable ré ﬂtino‘nlace on hru. frables' lap. This was not appréciated
Near a school and filling ‘qta ion, he was let ou+ and by now ‘hag found a good home.
It was most 1nteroqt1ng to hear of the beautiful eity of Ottawva—-the . government
has taken steps to keep it that way. . The Ford.Company vas denied permission to -
build there. Factories aré not wanted, The governmen’c has purchased all the land
in a three mile border around the city for future development. Railroads are being
put underground to make the city more beautiful. ‘The pérks and city drives are
lined with flower beds, vhere over a million tulips bloom each spring. The bulbs



were a gift from the Netherland government in recognition of the refuge granted
the Dutch Royal Family during World War 1I. The Arboretum, Botanical Gardens and
Experimental Farm are so well lrept, one would not find a weed anywhere.

Tvery mile they traveled presented a different picture. DMNemories of the O0ld French
tovns, churches of magnificent architecture, and historic sites, will always

linger,

Lr. fable vanted to listen to the World Series. Vell! He did, only it was broad-
cast in French!

To see Iris beds, they came home,

Welcome—-~The Society missed you.
Greta M, Teggenich
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IRIS CLASSIFICATION (4.1.8.)

1. Miniature Dwarf Bearded (iDB) Less than 10%--early blooms.
2. Standard Dyarf Bearded (SDB) 20" %e- 157,
3. Intermediates (IRB) 15" to 28"—hybrids of dwarf x TB--bloom

vetween dwarfs and TB's,

4. liniature Tall Bearded (MTB) (Table irises) 15" to 28"-—slender
flexuous stalks, with small flowers.

5. Border Bearded (PB) 15" to 28"-—ghorter irises of TB parentage.

6. Tall Bearded (TB) 22" or more.
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DEFINITI ONS
Amoena: Vhite or tinted white standards with colored falls,
Plicata: Stitched or stippled margin on white baclkground.

Variegata: Yellow or near yellow standards with deeper falls which may be either
veined or solid tones of brown or purple.

Blend: Combinations of two or more colors (one always being yellow).

Bicolor: (Two colors) light or medium standards and deeper contrasting falls.
Self: An Iris of uniform color.

Texture: Sheen or finish of the petals.

Substance: Thickness of petals,



